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“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy…” 

BIBLEFRESH 
Knowledge of the Bible seems to be vanishing fast 
in the UK, according to a recent Durham University 
survey. A bemused 60 per cent of the general public 
couldn’t recall anything about the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. And a third of under 45s – where 
Bible awareness seemed weakest – scratched 
their heads to remember anything about the feeding 
of the 5,000.  
 
Against this background, perhaps it’s unsurprising that 
Christians too face increasing difficulties in engaging 
with the Bible. But an exciting new campaign is 
aiming to reverse the trend.   
 
The campaign ‘Biblefresh’ will encourage people to 
take another look at the Bible, to engage with scripture 
in ways which will transform their relationship with the 
Bible, enabling real experiences of spiritual renewal.  As 
Bible Society’s Senior Campaign Manager I have been 
seconded to Evangelical Alliance as the Network 
Co-coordinator for Biblefresh, to envision churches 
and organisations.  I am genuinely excited about 
Biblefresh and the opportunity to mobilize individuals 
and churches in discovering fresh approaches 
which bring release from any sense of guilt or failure 
and help new understanding.  God still speaks 
through his word today. 
 
2011 is the 400th anniversary of the Kings James 
version of the Bible, which has provided a focus for 
the campaign currently gathering real momentum, 
with the Methodist Conference, designating 2011 
‘Biblefresh – The year of the Bible’, which has then 
been followed by the Church of England General 
Synod, Baptist Assembly, New Testament Church of 
God and other denominations and networks also 
doing the same. 
 
There are four streams as part of Biblefresh: Bible 
reading, training, translation and experience.  
Churches are pledging to do at least one fresh thing in 
each of the four streams.  The Biblefresh Pilgrimage is 
a Bible Experience that will be a once in a life time 
experience and unforgettable.  In my mind, hearing the 
word of God in the very context that it was set will not 
only be powerful, it will be a transformational experience.  
 
We are inviting you to come on a one year journey 
with Biblefresh in 2011. For many people the Bible 
has become tedious and toxic rather than treasured, 
trusted and true. Biblefresh will help individuals become 
more confident and have a greater confidence for 
Scripture.  Sharing in the Biblefresh Pilgrimage will be a 
real high point for Churches and individuals participating in 
the year.  What better time could there be than 
during this special year to visit the Holy Land and to 
rediscover a real love for scripture and the Lord? 

Rev. Rob Cotton 

www.biblefresh.com 

 
 

Introduction 
You never forget your first visit to The Holy Land.  
Anyone who has grown up hearing the stories of The 
Bible – the unfolding of the Old Testament, and the 
inspirational life and triumph over death of Jesus of 
Nazareth – must surely try at some time in their lives 
to be where our Christian faith began, in The Holy 
Land.  It’s fascinating to visit places with names which 
have been familiar to you all your life, and to realise 
that, although time has moved on, so much is still 
there to be discovered and experienced.  And in the 
year when we celebrate the 400th Anniversary of the 
completion of The King James Bible, where better to 
hear the words of the Bible coming to life than in the 
actual places where Jesus himself lived and taught? 
 
So why not join fellow pilgrims on this tour of discovery 
where Jesus grew up and where he began his ministry?  
Come and worship with us on a flotilla of boats on 
the Sea of Galilee.  Visit Capernaum where he made 
his home with Simon Peter.  Enjoy the silence and 
beauty of the Mount of Beatitudes and hear the 
words of the Sermon on the Mount in the place 
where they were first spoken.  See where the miracles 
happened, such as Tabgha where he fed 5000 
followers with just five loaves and two fishes.  Step 
into the waters of the Jordan River just as Christ did 
when he was baptized by John.  Day by day, the Bible 
will unfold before you as we travel south through the 
Jordan Valley and the Judean Desert to Bethlehem, 
and finally to Jerusalem where you can walk the very 
streets through which he carried his cross to Calvary 
before his triumphant resurrection. 
 
Our team leaders come from a range of denominations 
and backgrounds, but each has been specially picked 
because of the unique experience or insight they can 
provide.  We will have chance to worship together 
each day in some stunning locations, sharing prayer, 
Bible reading, song and fellowship along the way. 
 
If you haven’t ever been to this land which is the 
backdrop to our Christian faith, then please think 
about joining us now! Perhaps you have visited before, 
but long to go again.   Be assured that everything is 
organised for you.  Everywhere we go is completely 
safe and secure; we travel in modern coaches, each 
with its own expert local guide; the hotels are 
comfortable and convenient – but best of all, by 
the end of your visit, you will have made enduring 
friendships with your fellow pilgrims with whom 
you have shared so much. 
 
This is an unique chance to hear the Bible in Bible 
Land.  Don’t miss it! 



 

I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the House of Our Lord  (Psalms 122:1) 

Rev Rob Cotton Biblefresh Network 
Manager working for Bible Society and 
Evangelical Alliance with UK churches 
and organisations. Rob loves watching 
football at Notts County, good films and 
making the Bible come alive for people 
through media campaigns connecting 
soap stories with Bible, or through 
retreats and pilgrimages. Rob was 
Methodist Minister in Preston and 

Arnold, Nottingham and helped lead Hope 08. Married 
to Carol with children Sarah, Steven and Timothy.  

Rev Martin Turner   has served 
in Bradford, Halifax and Hertfordshire  
before moving nine years ago to be 
the Superintendent Minister at the 
Methodist Central Hall Westminster.  
He  is widely travelled as a preacher 
and Methodist leader. He is married to 
Biddy, a practice nurse, and they have 
three grown up children. Martin’s 
hobbies are spending time with 

friends,  antiques,  fishing , gardening and  walking 

Rev Richard Watson is Area Dean 
of Barnet and Rector of St Mary the 
Virgin, East Barnet.  He grew up in East 
London and in church terms is something 
of a mongrel, having worshipped in 
churches of various denominations and 
traditions before being ordained. He 
lists, among his passions ecumenism, 
theatre, good coffee, art, twitter, 
opera and Dr Who. 

Dr. Krish Kandiah is Executive 
Director: Churches in Mission for the 
UK Evangelical Alliance responsible for 
Biblefresh and was formerly the 
Director of the Oxford Centre for 
Christian Apologetics and Tutor in 
Mission and Evangelism at Wycliffe Hall. 
Krish enjoys movies, photography, rock 
music and Liverpool FC. He is married 
to Miriam, has 4 young children and is 
a regular speaker at Spring Harvest. 

Andy Frost is a surf-obsessed, 
movie loving, bible reading, globe trotting 
Londoner. He is the Director of SJI and is 
passionate about seeing how the Church 
can re-connect with society and culture. 
He loves dreaming big and pioneering 
new initiatives. His recent big projects 
include Pentecost Festival, Hope for 
Planet Earth, Thirst for Life, thoughts 
magazine and Influence. 

Steve Hughes Steve has worked as an 
evangelist and pastor in the South West of 
England for over 20yrs, is regularly 
involved in overseas mission, and is 
passionate about Jesus, the Bible and 
discipleship. Steve is currently involved in 
a healing ministry in Bath, and is a 
companion of the Ark Community 
following the spirituality of the early 
Celtic Christian Church, seeking to promote 
unity and serve others.  

 

Pam Rhodes has been the familiar 
face of BBC Television's SONGS OF 
PRAISE for more than twenty years, 
presenting huge events at venues like 
the Sydney Opera House or the Royal 
Albert Hall, as well as those sensitive 
interviews for which the programme is 
best loved.   She's always busy as a 
speaker at churches up and down the 
country, as well as presenting her Premier 

Christian Radio programme HEARTS AND HYMNS each 
Sunday morning.  She will be introducing our very own 
SONGS OF PRAISE programme during our visit to the Holy Land. 

Rev. Colin Smith is a Methodist 
superintendent minister in Barnet, 
North London working in an Anglican 
Methodist partnership for mission and 
ministry.  He previously served as a 
minister in Brighton and Hove and in 
West London, having first qualified as 
a barrister.  He has found earlier visits 
to the Holy Land to be life changing and 
faith enhancing. 

Dave Bilbrough, a troubadour of 
grace carries three decades of experience 
in the worship arena. All Hail the Lamb, I 
am a new creation and Abba Father are 
among his many compositions that have 
been sung worldwide by Christians of all 
denominations. Alongside his music he is 
in regular demand as a seminar speaker 
on themes related to worship. His ministry 
brings an emphasis on the grace and 
faithfulness of God, and uninhibited 
praise and reconciliation. 

Rev Phil Gough has been a 
Methodist Minister for 14 years and is 
currently in Leyland, Lancashire. Married 
to Maria, with two primary aged children, 
Phil's passion is to see people discipled 
in their walk with Jesus, and to use all 
the creative arts in communicating our 
faith. He enjoys writing songs, poetry 
and drama, as expressions of the truth 
of scripture. 

Rev. Tony Miles is a Methodist 
Minister, Media Chaplain, broadcaster 
and author, based at Methodist Central 
Hall, Westminster. He presents Premier 
Radio’s Saturday breakfast show and 
regularly contributes to the Living Light 
devotional. Tony has written two books 
(Like A Child, with his wife, Frances, 
and Maybe Today). He is actively 
involved with many organisations 
and the trustee of several charities.  

Rev. Cindy Kent’s career began with 
The Settlers touring this country and 
abroad with their unique blend of pop 
and folk music.  Their big hit The Lightning 
Tree was the theme tune to the children’s 
TV programme Follyfoot. She then 
moved into broadcasting with the BBC 
and commercial radio.  She was ordained 
Priest in the Church of England and is a 
Curate in North London.  She’s also a 
presenter with Premier Christian Radio.   

 

Our Key Leaders for the Tour  

 



 

MONDAY 13 JUNE / 21 NOVEMBER 2011  
LONDON (MANCHESTER) / TEL AVIV / TIBERIAS 
Today we will depart on a scheduled direct flight from 
London or Manchester to Tel Aviv. Meeting and assistance 
on arrival and transfer to your hotel in Tiberias for dinner 
(if we arrive at the hotel before 21:00 hours), check in 
and overnight stay. 
TUESDAY 14 JUNE 11 / 22 NOVEMBER 2011 
SEA OF GALILEE / MENSA CHRISTI / TABGHA / CAPERNAUM 
Today we will leave the hotel by coach at 09:00 hours 
and board our boats for a 
cruise across the Sea of Galilee. 
We will make a flotilla (six 
boats) in the Sea of Galilee and 
start our tour with selected 
readings from the Gospel 
followed by our first group 
worship. Cruise across the Sea of 
Galilee to Kibbutz Nof Ginossar to visit Jesus boat. It is a 1st 
Century Boat that was discovered when the water was 
very low and it was preserved and restored. Lunch in the 
vicinity (not included). In the afternoon, we proceed to 
visit Mensa Christi, Tabgha and Capernaum before we 
return to our hotel for dinner and overnight stay.  
WEDNESDAY 15 JUNE 11 / 23 NOVEMBER 2011 
Mt. BEATITUDES / CHORAZIN / CEASREA PHILIPPI / JORDAN RIVER 
Today we will start our tour with a visit to the magnificent 
church of Mt. of Beatitudes where we will enjoy selected 
Gospel readings in the Amphitheatre overlooking the 
Sea of Galilee. Continue to visit Chorazin excavations 
and Synagogue. We will then continue to Caesarea Phillipi 
(Banias) a place visited by Jesus with his disciples. 
Continue to Kibbutz Degania ‘B’ for Lunch (not included). 
After Lunch we will visit the tourist Baptismal Site 
(Yardenit) to commemorate the Baptismal of Jesus by 
St. John the Baptist. After selected Gospel readings and 
Christian fellowship we will return to our hotel in Tiberias 
for dinner and overnight stay. 
THURSDAY 16 JUNE 11 / 24 NOVEMBER 2011 
CANA/NAZARETH/MEGIDDO/CEASAREA MARITIMA/JERUSALEM 
Today we will check out of our hotel in Tiberias and 
drive to Cana of the Galilee for a visit. This is where Jesus 
did his first miracle at the wedding where he changed 
water to wine. Continue to visit Nazareth where he grew 
up. Visit St. Gabriel’s, Mary’s Well and the Basilica of the 
Annunciation before we continue to Megiddo. This is a 
giant city and fortress built by King Solomon and where it is 
believed he kept his chariots. In the New Testament it is 
referred to as the site of the 
final battle. Lunch in the vicinity 
(not included). Continue to 
Caesarea Maritima on the 
Mediterranean to visit the 
excavations and the Roman 
aqueduct. Continue to our 
hotel in Jerusalem to check 
in, dinner and overnight stay. 

FRIDAY 17 JUNE / 25 NOVEMBER 2011 
MT. OF OLIVES / GETHSEMANE / OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM / 
WESTERN WALL 
Today we will drive to the top of the Mount of Olives to 
view the Place of the Ascension and to visit The Pater 
Noster and continue to enjoy the magnificent panorama of 
the Old City of Jerusalem where your guide will point out 
to you the places of interest that you can see. Continue by 
foot along the Palm Sunday Procession route to the 
Chapel of Dominus Flevit for a visit and continue to visit 
the Garden of the Gethsemane and the Church of All 
Nations. Lunch in the vicinity (not included). In the 
afternoon we will enter the 
Old City and start with a visit 
to the Church of St. Anne 
and the Pool of Bethesda. 
Continue to the Flagellation 
and follow the Stations of 
the Cross to The Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, which 
enshrines Calvary and the Holy Tomb. Continue to visit 
the Western Wall. Dinner and overnight stay at our 
hotel in Jerusalem 
SATURDAY 18 JUNE / 26 NOVEMBER 2011 
BETHLEHEM / GARDEN TOMB / MT SION 
After Breakfast we will drive to Bethlehem to visit the 
Basilica of the Nativity including the Grotto venerated as 
the birth place of Jesus, the church of St. Catherine, The 
Crusaders’’ Cloister,  Grotto of the Holy Innocence and 
the Grotto of St. Jerome. Continue to visit Shepherds’ 
Fields before we have Lunch at the Gardens Restaurant 
in Bethlehem (not included). After lunch we will return 
to Jerusalem to visit Mt. Sion including the Dormition 
Abbey, the site of the Last Supper Room, The Cenacle 
and St. Peter in Gallicantu. Continue to visit the Garden 
Tomb for worship and to visit a 1st Century Jewish Tomb.  
After we finish our visits, we will return to our hotel in 
Jerusalem for dinner and overnight stay. 
SUNDAY 19 JUNE / 27 NOVEMBER 2011 
MASSADA & THE DEAD SEA 
Today is free, or you can join in an optional tour to 
Massada & the Dead Sea  (£50 per person) with lunch at 
Qumran (not included). Dinner and overnight stay at our 
hotel in Jerusalem. 

MONDAY 20 JUNE / 28 NOVEMBER 2011  
JERUSALEM / TEL AVIV BEN GURION AIRPORT / LONDON 
Today our coach will bring us to Tel Aviv Ben Gurion 
airport for our return flight to London. 

Nazareth 

St. Peter’s Primacy 

Some or part of the excursions in this 
pilgrimage are not suitable for people in 
wheelchairs or with walking difficulties. In 
such cases your guide or Tour Leader   will 
decide on which excursions you can join.  

Western Wall 

BIBLEFRESH HOLY LAND ITINERARY JUNE & NOVEMBER 2011  

Rev Colin Smith, Rev Richard Watson and 
Rev Steve Hughes who will accompany the 
June departure only. Rev Phil Gough, Rev 
Martin Turner and Rev Tony Miles will 
accompany the November departure only. 
The other leaders will accompany both. 
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BIBLEFRESH HOLY LAND GENERAL INFORMATION 

Your Itinerary 
It is very complex by its nature and it includes a mixture of the old and the new, 
the Old Testament and the New Testament. Because of the number of people 
we are expecting visits to all the places mentioned in our itinerary are guaranteed 
but not necessarily in this order. If you are leading a party of 35 people or 
more, we will be happy to try to accommodate any special requests that you 
may have that will not disrupt the running of this tour as a whole 

Who Can Book 
Individuals and groups are welcome to book on this ecumenical tour. If you are 
travelling on your own we will make sure that you will quickly  integrate within 
the party you will be assigned to. Our leaders, local guides and company 
representatives will be more than glad to assist you in any way that we can.  

Worship ,Prayers and Reading The Gospel 
We will enjoy every day at some point a ecumenical worship together which 
will be led by one or more of our leaders and we will have music accompanying 
the worship provided by David Bilbrough and his team. The venues for worship 
will depend on the number of participants in the tour. You will also enjoy readings 
from the Bible at the sites where the Biblical events took place. Your local 
English speaking guide will provide you with a historical narration on all the 
sites that we will visit as well as on the coach when we are travelling. We are 
also planning and hoping to have a get together daily after dinner. 

Clothing 
You will need to bring along comfortable walking shoes, sun hat and sun 
cream. You should be modestly dressed during the visits to the Holy and 
Ancient sites, shoulders covered, skirts and shorts below the knee 
Hotels and Accommodation 
You will be staying in First Class hotels on Half Board Basis (Breakfast & Dinner) 
in Jerusalem and in Galilee. Both meals will be served as buffets and food will 
be in abundance.  All rooms are with private facilities and all hotels will have 
good public areas. 

Flights and Airports 
The rates provided in this brochure are based on direct flights departing from 
London airports on scheduled and / or chartered flights to Tel Aviv. Subject to 
our final confirmation we reserve the right to utilise any London airport, 
Heathrow, Gatwick, Luton and Stansted.  

Connecting Flights 
If you are travelling from a city other than London and for groups of  ten people 
or  more, we may be able to book for you connecting flights from your nearest 
airport via London or another European City to Tel Aviv and vice versa at an 
extra cost. If you are interested in this, please indicate so on your booking form. 
Our booking staff will then contact you with rates and details. 

Meeting Local Christians 
As part of this tour we will endeavour to invite local Christians to meet up with 
you. We are also hoping to have a special Civic Reception in Bethlehem. 

Financial Security 
Our company is fully bonded with the Civil Aviation Authority. Our ATOL license is 
2963 and any money that we will receive from you will be secured under this bond. 

The flights and accommodation in this brochure are provisional and 
should be treated us such. Leaders, Hotels, carriers, airports and flights 
schedule can change without prior notice. We cannot be held responsible 
for any travel or transportation arrangements you personally undertake 
with a third party in conjunction with the flights and accommodation 
information provided in this brochure. Final flight and accommodation 
details will be supplied two to three weeks before departure.  

Massada 

Chorazin 

Jordan River 

Caesarea Maritima 

Tel Megiddo 

Jesus Boat 

Capernaum 
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Dominus Flevit 

Grotto of the Nativity 

Garden Tomb 

Garden of Gethsemane 

Sea of Galilee 

Caves of Qumran 

River Jordan 

Garden of Gethsemane 

Dominus Flevit 

Grotto of the Nativity 

Garden Tomb 



Your wake up call will be arranged for you by your guide the 
night before in line with the coach departure time from the hotel. 
You will have time to enjoy an Israeli self service open Buffet 
breakfast, which usually includes dairy products, a choice of 
bread and toasts, cereals, fish, eggs, fruits tomatoes, cucumbers 
and other seasonal fresh products. At your departure time you 
will board your coach and after a head count your coach will 
leave from the hotel and you will start your journey to your 
first destination. Your guide will brief you on the days activities 
and he will guide you through the sites on the itinerary and 
give you a thorough historical and Biblical explanation 
throughout the day. At selected Biblical sites we will read 
portions from the Holy Scripture.  
  
You will be taken to a self service restaurant for lunch when 
possible where you will pay for what you consume. You will 
have the choice of having a starter, a main course and a dessert, 
or just one course or even a sandwich and a cup of tea or coffee.  
  
After our lunch break we will continue our sightseeing after 
which we will return to our hotel at a reasonable time for a rest 
and to prepare ourselves for dinner. Your dinner will also be a 
self service open buffet, which will include a display of fresh 
salads,  a variety of first course, main course and desserts. The 
main course will include a choice of meat, chicken or fish. 
 
We will enjoy together every day as one group an ecumenical 
worship accompanied by music which will be provided by 
David Bilbrough and his team . The time and venue will 
depend on the size of the group.  
  
You will have shopping and convenience breaks  to make sure 
you enjoy every moment of your holiday. 
  
Our leaders will preach and teach whenever the occasion arises 
and we will send you more details on this nearer the time. 
 

This will be a holiday of a life time 
full of Prayer, Blessing and Joy 

A Typical Day on The Tour 



 

TRAVEL INFORMATION  

THE TOUR PRICE £1295 INCLUDES: 
Return direct flights from London to Tel Aviv in 
economy class with 20KG checked in luggage 
allowance, one hand bag and hot meal on flights. 
Meeting and assistance upon departure at Heathrow 
Airport and upon arrival and departure at Tel Aviv airport 
Hotel accommodation in Jerusalem and Galilee for a 
total of seven  nights on half board basis in First Class 
hotels. All rooms with private facilities and based on 
sharing in a double / twin room. 
The services of an official fully licensed and 
experienced local English speaking guide.  
All transfers and transportation in deluxe and 
air-conditioned tourist motor coaches as in 
your itinerary 
All entrance fees as per your itinerary. 
All airport taxes and fuel surcharge as at 30th April 2010 
Tips for the guide and hotels’ staff 

NOT INCLUDED IN THE TOUR PRICE: 
Travel Insurance £36.00 
Single room supplement £395.00 
Transfers to and from UK airports 
Lunches, beverages and refreshments  
Items of a personal nature, e.g. laundry, telephone, 
bar bills etc. 
Passport and Visa Costs if applicable 
Tips for your coach driver, which should be made 
directly to him at the end of your pilgrimage 

 
HOW TO BOOK 
Please read our Booking Conditions and Travel Insurance 
Summery. Down load the booking form, complete and 
return together with your deposit cheque including 
the Travel Insurance premium if applicable by post to:-  
Special Pilgrimages 
55 - 57 Queens Road 
Southend-on-Sea 
Essex - SS1 1LT 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
You will find our travel insurance benefits, conditions 
and exclusions, together with our booking conditions 
and cancellation charges enclosed with this brochure. 
They are applicable to all our pilgrimages. 
Please note that if you have your own travel insurance 
and do not require ours, we need sight of your original 
valid policy showing the date from which it is valid 
from, its expiry date and the premium paid (which we 
will return to you) at the time of booking, together 
with the insurance company’s emergency contact 
number. Bank accounts and credit cards related travel 

insurance policies are not acceptable by us. 

SINGLE ROOMS 
Single rooms are available at an extra cost of £395.00 
for the duration of your pilgrimage and  are subject to 
availability and to our confirmation. If you are booking 
on your own and request to share a twin room, we will 
do our best to find you a suitable person to share with. 
In the event that we fail to do so by 3-2 weeks before 
your departure, we will charge you the single room 
supplement and allocate you a single room.  

PASSPORTS 
You will require a full ten-year international passport for 
your pilgrimage. The passport must be valid for a 
further 6 months at the date of travel. If you do not 
hold a European Community passport you must inform 
us in writing immediately. Visas for Israel may be  
required for non E.C. passport holders. 

FINAL BALANCE 
Final payment is due ten weeks before you travel. If we 
do not receive your full payment by the date shown on 
your remittance slip we shall assume that you are no 
longer travelling and we shall cancel your place with 
loss of your deposit. A reminder will not be issued. 

Bookings made within 8 
weeks from departure may 
incur an extra charge of 
at least £50 per person 

Departure based on a 
minimum of 300 pilgrims  
Exchange rate £1 = $1.50 

At the time of print we 
are unable to disclose 
the type of aircraft 

Please note that this tour will 
not be cancelled unless the UK 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office bans all travel to / from 
Israel and / or BA, El Al Israel 
Airlines or other airlines stop 
flying to and from the United 
Kingdom from Tel Aviv for political 
or security reasons 

If you are not taking our insurance then you 
must send in the original valid copy of your own 
travel insurance. We cannot book anyone on to 
any tour without sight of this document 

The air holidays and flights in this brochure are ATOL Protected, 
since we own an Air Travel Organisers Licence granted by the 
Civil Aviation Authority. Our ATOL number is 2963. In the 
unlikely event of our insolvency, the CAA will ensure you are 
not stranded abroad and will arrange to refund any money 
you have paid to us for an advance booking. 
For further information, visit the ATOL website at 

www.atol.org.uk 

 


